
 

FCR Stray Hold Protocol_April 2026 

Find a Stray Dog? 

FCR DOES NOT INTAKE STRAY DOGS 

Thank you for your compassion in caring for this animal until its owner is located or it can be safely,  

lovingly, and legally, placed into a forever-home.  

STEPS TO FOLLOW: 

1. Call Caldwell County Animal Care & Control at 828-572-4535 to notify them that you have a 

stray dog. If they are closed, contact them through Facebook instant messaging and attach a picture 

of the dog(s) along with your contact information. Keep the dog safe until they respond. 

2. Scan for a microchip - try AC scanning stations & local vets. FCR has a scanner and we are happy 

to check for a chip if a member of our health team is on site. While searching for the owner, please 

keep the dog safe, fed, and watered.  If you have pets of your own it is best to keep the stray in a 

separate space or in a crate. FCR may be able to temporarily loan you a crate. 

3. Try to locate the owner: 

• If microchipped, follow up with that information. 

• Post the dog on social networking sites such as Facebook, Pawboost, or other community 

sites. Ask friends to share in hopes the message will reach the pet’s family. 

• Post flyers in the neighborhood where the animal was found. Also post in nearby vet offices, 

shelters, pet food & supply stores, or any other nearby community bulletin boards. 

• Monitor social media for posts regarding lost pets. 

• Please remember to follow up with the county shelter and to also update the posts & flyers 

once the pet has been reunited with its family! 

 

 

Remember… An animal can end up as a stray in many different ways. We all need to do our best 

to practice compassion when dealing with animals and our fellow community members.  Animals 

can escape from even the most loving and responsible families. 

 

Strays cannot be “surrendered” to Foothills Canine Rescue until after the 

72-hour Stray Hold has passed.  

 

 
NOTE: Even after a 72-hour hold, it is likely FCR cannot take possession of the dog(s). Most of 

the time our foster families are full, and we will ask YOU to become the temporary foster for this 

dog(s) until a permanent home can be found through our rehoming process. FCR does not foster 

or rehome felines (cats). 

https://www.pawboost.com/

